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On behalf of our officers and members, I welcome you to the Tabernacle Evangelical Lutheran Church family! We are a progressive, urban, Lutheran congregation. We are located in the heart of West Philadelphia, where we have faithfully endeavored to “equip the saints for ministry” for over 105 years!
Now that you have been baptized, and have decided to become a member of the Body of Christ, the discipleship process begins.  It is my hope that this handbook will help you understand what this means in our Lutheran context. 
I encourage you to read this new member’s handbook carefully.  It should help you get better acquainted with our church, our beliefs, and our organizational structure. 
This handbook also provides a brief description of the various activities that we have implemented to help equip all of the saints for ministry and assist each person in living out their calling as baptized believers. 
It is our lively hope that in fellowship with the rest of the members of our church, you and the members of your family will enter into a life changing relationship with the risen Christ!

I therefore invite you to keep a copy of this booklet handy and refer to it as needed. If you have any questions about our church, its polity, or programs, please don’t hesitate to ask.   May God continue to bless you as you continue on this Christian journey.
In His Service,

Rev. Carlton E. Rodgers 

Pastor
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CHAPTER 1:       OUR MISSION
Vision Statement
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Located in the heart of a diverse urban community, we believe that Tabernacle has been presented with a divinely appointed opportunity to provide an authentic Christian presence within this context.  It is our fervent prayer that we will be able to capitalize on this unique opportunity by working in collaboration with other local churches, secular institutions and faith based groups.     
Most importantly, because we understand that it is God’s desire that all would come into a life changing relationship with his Son, we have endeavored to “make disciples” and expand God’s kingdom on earth through our worship, bible study, and prayer life.  
Trusting that we serve a God who is able, and not limited by our present circumstances, we   invite others to join us as we continue on this faith journey, daring to trust God and “dreaming big dreams”, not only for Tabernacle, but for all of God’s people.  Amen 
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Mission Statement

CHAPTER 2:       MEMBERSHIP
How does a person become a member of our church?

A person can become a member of Tabernacle through one of several ways.
The first method of becoming a member of Tabernacle is through Baptism – we believe that it is through baptism that we gain entrance into the body of Christ.  Therefore, all persons who are baptized in our church are immediately added to the membership rolls and considered active members of the church.  
The second method of becoming a member of Tabernacle is through the “Affirmation of Baptism” – Some persons who have been baptized previously in another church and publicly express an interest in becoming a member of our congregation may choose to become a member of our church. In such cases, these persons are not “re-baptized” but rather are received into our membership through the “affirmation” of their baptism. 
The third method of becoming a member of Tabernacle is through Transfer - Some persons who are active members of another Lutheran church may for some reason decide that they want to discontinue their membership at one Lutheran church and decide to become a member of our congregation.   In such cases, these persons can become members of our church by requesting that the pastor of their current church send a “letter of transfer” expressing their desire to be officially removed from the membership roll of that congregation and added to ours.   When the signed “letter of transfer “ is received, such persons will be added to our membership roll by transfer. 

Expectations of membership
It is expected that all members of the church will support the church with their prayers, their presence, their gifts, and their talents.  

It is expected that all members of the church will attend worship services on a regular basis and participate in one or more of the various activities offered by the church.
It is expected that all members of the church will become familiar with the holy scriptures, and the teachings contained in the small catechism.

It is expected that all members will attend bible study regularly and be constant in prayer. 

It is expected that all members under the age of 13 will participate in confirmation training when they reach the age of 13. 
It is expected that all newly received youth and adult members will attend a New member’s class.  

It is expected that all members will conduct themselves in a manner that will bring glory to God, help to build up the body of Christ in the world, and reflect the love of Christ.
Most importantly, all confirmed members will affirm that they understand and agree to   uphold the expectations and responsibilities of membership in this church by reviewing and signing the Tabernacle Membership Covenant (which is printed in Chapter 11 of this document). 

Privileges of Membership

All baptized persons, including infants are considered members of the church. As a result, full membership in the Lutheran church is not realized until a person has completed confirmation training and has been confirmed (usually around the age of 13), or was received into our membership as a youth or adult who was previously baptized. 

Generally, the pastor will determine if an adult member needs to receive confirmation training or not. 

Once confirmed, members are allowed to:

· Be elected to serve as a member of Church council

· Hold any elected office in the church  
· Vote during annual church meetings

· Nominate persons to hold an elected office

· Serve as a chairperson of a committee
· Serve as a voting delegate to the annual synod assembly
Loss of Membership Status
It should also be noted that a person can lose their membership status and be removed from the rolls of the church. In accordance with Article IV, Section 5 of our Church Constitution, a member must take communion at least once a year at Tabernacle to be considered a member in “good standing”. 
CHAPTER 3:       OUR CHURCH STRUCTURE
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The ELCA is organized into three distinct expressions or levels:
· Church-wide - the church-wide organization / national office is located in Chicago The presiding Bishop of the ELCA is the Rev. Mark Hansen.
· Synodical – the ELCA is organized into 65 synods or geographical regions that are located throughout the U.S. and the Caribbean. Our congregation is one of the 160 churches that is located in the Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod. 
· Congregational – there are over 10,000 local congregations in the ELCA, each located in one of the 65 geographic synods.  There are 65 synodical bishops, one for each synod  in the ELCA.
 Tabernacle is a member of the Southeastern Pennsylvania (SEPA) Synod.       
· The Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod cares for the health and vitality of    approximately 160 congregations located in Philadelphia and Bucks, Chester, Delaware and Montgomery counties.  
· the congregations of the synod in representative assembly elects a bishop to be their pastor.  Bishops serve a six year term, and may be reelected once. 
· Once elected, the bishop appoints staff members to help carry out the varied ministries of that office. 
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Tabernacle is a part of the Central Philadelphia Conference. 
· The SEPA synod is organized into nine geographic conferences, each of which elects a local pastor to serve as their Dean (a part time assistant to the bishop).  Tabernacle is a member of the Central Philadelphia Conference.  There are 14 congregations that comprise the Central Philadelphia Conference. 
· Pastor Rodgers currently serves as the Dean of the Central Philadelphia Conference.
 CHAPTER 4:       WHAT WE BELIEVE
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We believe; 

Jesus Christ is the Word of God incarnate, through whom everything was made and through whose life, death, and resurrection God fashions a new creation. 

The proclamation of God's message to us as both Law and Gospel is the Word of God, revealing judgment and mercy through word and deed, beginning with the Word in creation, continuing in the history of Israel, and centering in all its fullness in the person and work of Jesus Christ.

The canonical Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the written Word of God. Inspired by God's Spirit speaking through their authors, they record and announce God's revelation centering in Jesus Christ. Through them God's Spirit speaks to us to create and sustain Christian faith and fellowship for service in the world. 
This church accepts the canonical Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as the inspired Word of God and the authoritative source and norm of its proclamation, faith, and life. 

This church accepts the Apostles', Nicene, and Athanasian Creeds as true declarations of the faith of this church. 

This church accepts the Unaltered Augsburg Confession as a true witness to the Gospel, acknowledging as one with it In faith and doctrine all churches that likewise accept the teachings of the Unaltered Augsburg Confession. 

This church accepts the other confessional writings in the Book of Concord, namely, the Apology of the Augsburg Confession, the Smalcald Articles and the Treatise, the Small Catechism, the Large Catechism, and the Formula of Concord, as further valid interpretations of the faith of the Church. 

This church confesses the Gospel, recorded in the Holy Scriptures and confessed in the ecumenical creeds and Lutheran confessional writings, as the power of God to create and sustain the Church for God's mission in the world.

Note:   If you want to read more about what Lutheran’s believe, you can visit the ELCA website at www.elca.org.
CHAPTER 5:       OUR STAFF
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Church Council  
The Church Council is the group of persons (usually 8 -12 persons) who have been elected by the congregation to provide general oversight over the life and activities of this congregation. The church council is responsible for ensuring that all ministries of the congregation are done in accordance with the Word of God and the faith and practice of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

The Church Council also serves as the board of trustees for the congregation and is responsible for maintaining and protecting its property and the management of its business and fiscal affairs.

Church Council members are elected by the members of the congregation during our annual meeting and serve a three year term.  The current members of our church council are:
Yolanda Foreman, Council President
Albert Hunter Jr., Council Vice President
Donna Seapoe, Financial Secretary
Samuel Barham, Recording Secretary
Barbara Eddings
 VanLee Tapia
Gary Salmon
Annette Ellis
Pastor Rodgers (Ex-Officio member)
The Church Treasurer is Ronald Gaines.
The Church Musician is Peter Charalambidis.

Church Secretary  (vacant)
The Church Custodian is John Cochran.
Our Student Intern (vicar)


CHAPTER 6:     MINISTRIES AT TABERNACLE  
We are an active congregation in terms of our various ministries.  There are a number of ministries going on at our church at any given point in time. 
Tuesday Morning Bible Study

Our Tuesday Morning bible study meets in the sanctuary at 10 AM every Tuesday morning.  The lessons are lectionary based and Rev. Rodgers is the teacher. All are encouraged to attend.
Food Bank

Our Food bank is open on Wednesdays from 10 AM until 1:30 PM. For more information about how to get food, etc. please contact Ms. Lillian Bailey. 
Wednesday Evening Bible Study

Our Wednesday evening bible study meets in the sanctuary at 7 PM every Wednesday evening.  The lessons are lectionary based and Rev. Rodgers is the teacher.  All are encouraged to attend.

Thursday Evening Prayer

Our prayer group meets every Thursday evening in the sanctuary at 7 PM for a time of prayer and meditation. This session is led by the Rev. Adam Teferi, pastor of the Foundation of Living Waters Church. .  All are encouraged to attend.

Friday Night Praise & Worship

On the second and fourth Friday of each month, we hold a Friday night Prayer and praise worship service. Devotions begins at 7 Pm and the actual worship service begins at 7:30 PM.  This service is intentionally non-traditional and features guest preachers and choirs from across the city. 
Choir

The music for all Sunday morning worship services is normally handled by our choir under the direction of the church musician, Peter Charalambidis. The choir rehearses one evening a week, and membership in the choir is open to all interested members.  If you would like to sing on our choir, please contact Peter Charalambidis. 
Adult Sunday School
We have an adult church school class that meets on Sunday mornings starting at 9:30 AM in the parish hall.  Vicar Megan Fryling is the class leader, All are invited to attend.  
Children’s Church School

We have a children’s church school class for small children ages 3-7, that meets on Sunday mornings starting at 9:30 AM on the second floor above the parish hall. Children learn scripture, sing Christian songs, and play games. Barbara Eddings is the children’s Sunday school teacher. All children are invited to attend. 
The various ministries and the activities in the church are coordinated and implemented by  members who serve on one or more of the standing committees in the church, with the church council providing general oversight.   
Transformational Ministries (TM) 
Tabernacle is currently involved in TM. TM is a process that was designed by the members of the SEPA Synod’s Evangelical Outreach Team in response to the growing number of declining congregations in our synod. 

The goal of TM is to help congregations recapture their sense of mission and purpose for being.  The anticipated outcome of the TM process is that congregations will be able to develop and implement a mission strategy that will work in our urban context!
We are seeking members to serve on our TM team and work with our TM coach, Rev. Stuart Luce.   
Ministry at the Sterling Rehabilitation Center, Media Pa.

One Sunday each month, our congregation conducts a worship service for the residents at the Sterling Rehabilitation Center in Media, Pa. 
Standing Committees  
All members of the church are actively encouraged to participate in the daily life of the church by participating in one of the standing committees of the congregation. According to our constitution, our church has established the following standing committees:
· Finance

· Stewardship

· Evangelism

· Property

· Social ministry

· Worship and music

· Christian education

CHAPTER 7:      OUR  MINISTRY PARTNERS
Women of the ELCA (WELCA)
WELCA is the largest and most active church wide women’s group in the ELCA. WELCA is very active at the synodical and local church levels. Their purpose statement is as follows:
“As a community of women  created in the image of God,  called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to   grow in faith,  affirm our gifts,  support one another in our callings,  engage in ministry and action, and  promote healing and wholeness   in the church, the society, and the world.”
For more information about WELCA, contact Ms. Arlette Stansbury, the local chapter President or visit:  http://www.elca.org/womenoftheelca
Head Start Pre -School
Tabernacle is the host site for the Head Start Learning Tree pre-school. It is open for   children ages 3 -4, Monday thru Friday from 8:45am - 2:30pm. The Learning Tree  provide a quality center based program for pre-school children in designated service areas that will  promote cognitive, emotional and physical development that is age appropriate and prepares children to meet future learning challenges. 

If you would like to enroll your child in the Head Start program please contact Executive Director: Mrs. Betty Dowdy at 215-748-2422.  
  
Weight Watchers

A weight watchers group meets on Saturday mornings at 8 AM.  All are invited to attend.
Narcotics Anonymous (NA)
A local NA group meets here at Tabernacle on Saturdays at 9 AM and another at 3 PM. 

Tabernacle Interdenominational Choir

Foundation of Living Waters Church
The Foundation Of Living Waters Church holds its worship services at Tabernacle every Sunday at 4 Pm. The pastor of the church is the Rev. Adam Teferi, a native of Ethiopia and a member of Tabernacle. . 

CHAPTER 8:        CONTACTING US
If you have a prayer request, need to ask us a question, or have some information to share regarding an upcoming event, you can contact the church in any of the following ways:

Mailing Address:  Tabernacle Evangelical Lutheran Church 
                            59th & Spruce Streets 
                            Philadelphia PA 19139
Office Phone Number:  215-748-5533     Office Fax Number:  215-748-5210
Email Address: tabernaclephilly@gmail.com
Website Address:  www.tabernacleweb.org
Pastor’s Phone:  215-576-1518        Pastor’s Email:  carodg@verizon.net
Points of Contact for specific concerns:

	Area of Concern
	Contact Person
	How to Contact

	Council matters
	Yolanda Foreman
	foremanyoly@aol.com

	Finance 
	Donna Seapoe
	dseapoe@aol.com

	Worship and Music 
	Beverly Gaines
	beverly40@rcn.com

	Property / Rentals
	Barbara Eddings
	215-748-5533

	Evangelism
	Sam Barham
	driver00719139@yahoo.com

	Children Sunday School
	Barbra Eddings
	215-748-5533

	Adult Sunday school
	Vicar Fryling
	tabernaclephilly@gmail.com

	Social Ministry 
	Yolanda Foreman
	foremanyoly@aol.com

	Food Bank
	Lillian Bailey
	215-748-5533

	Sick & Shut ins
	Pastor
	Phone or email listed above

	Funerals / weddings
	Pastor
	Phone or email listed above

	Newsletter 
	Vicar Fryling  
	 tabernaclephilly@gmail.com

	Sunday Bulletin
	Vicar Fryling
	tabernaclephilly@gmail.com

	Stewardship
	Pastor
	Phone or email listed above


CHAPTER 9:     A BRIEF HISTORY OF OUR CHURCH
 In 1906, The Rev, Silas D. Daugherty, Missionary Superintendent of the Philadelphia Conference of the East PA Synod of the General Synod of the Lutheran Church in the United  States, studied the map of West Philadelphia and decided that the area around 60th & Spruce Sts. needed a Lutheran presence. Housing was just being built. A community was  developing and even then Lutherans wanted to be where the action was. Five building lots were purchased at the northeast corner of 59th & Spruce Streets in 1906. 
Beginning with a Sunday School and then adding church services, Tabernacle Lutheran Church was organized with 30 members in a store front at 60th and Irving Streets on January 27, 1907. 
 


	Ground was bought at 59th & Spruce Streets. Tabernacle's first building was made of half inch boards and tar paper. Often the tar on the roof, melted and seeped down onto the seats. The building was heated by two coal stoves; one in the front and one in the back. The pews were donated by St. Matthew's Church, Broad and Mt. Vernon Streets. 


	The congregation grew rapidly. More ground was bought and a larger, grander building was erected. The present parish hall was originally designed to serve both as a church and an educational unit. It was dedicated on September 27, 1914 and served as Tabernacle's second house of worship. While land was being bought and buildings were going up, the congregation also organized itself for mission. The Sunday School remained a vital part of Tabernacle's ministry. The Ladies Aid Society was formed. The Christian Endeavor Society was established for young people. A choir was recruited. Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts organized troops. The Women's Home and Foreign Missionary Society was established to support the propagation of the Faith. A Man's Brotherhood was formed.     





	The Rev. William J. Miller remained the pastor for nearly 38 years. He retired in 1946.Tabernacle's next pastor. The Rev. Henry Luffberry, arrived here in April, 1944. He served as Associate Pastor until Dr. Miller's retirement and then became the Pastor. The growth and activity continued. The women's organizations were all combined into one group. The interior of the church was repainted. Pastor Luffberry remained here until 1957. The Rev. lan Tarbet was called as Pastor in 1958. He was to direct Tabernacle's ministry through the challenging period of transition. The neighborhood was changing racially. Many of Tabernacle's members were moving to the suburbs. 



	In 1960, Pastor William Barrett was called as Assistant Pastor to help continue the effort to make Tabernacle's ministry inclusive. And yet the content of the ministry remained the same; serving the people of our neighborhood with the Word of God and the Holy Sacraments. Pastor Barrett stayed with us until 1966. That same year Elizabeth Waid accepted the position of Lay Associate at Tabernacle. Under her leadership there was a creative explosion of activity in the areas of Christian education and youth ministry


Tabernacle's youth programs began to grow once more. Waid and Tarbet together led the congregation through a fascinating period of liturgical renewal. A new worship style for a new era was being built. 
In 1969 just as things were going so well, the grand gothic church building was utterly destroyed by a fire. The cause of the fire seems to have been a faulty wire in the organ. 
Almost immediately plans were made to rebuild. The congregation met for worship in Sayre Junior High School until the parish had been sufficiently repaired for church use. For almost four years the parish hall served once more as worship center and educational unit combined.

	  
. 


On January 2, 1974, Pastor Thomas Kochenderfer began his ministry here. His job was simple; continue in the set direction and keep the congregation out of debt. He was able to do both! 
Seven months later, Elizabeth Waid, the first Lutheran woman to be ordained in Philadelphia, was ordained here at Tabernacle, having previously accepted a call as Pastor of Christus Church in Camden. Under Kochenderfer's leadership the congregation continued its emphasis on community ministry and liturgical renewal. With the assistance of many capable Vicars, Tabernacle's ministry to young people continued.

Exciting summer day camps, champion track teams, bold basketball teams, clubs and classes. Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, scholastic tutoring; all have made the walls of our facilities vibrate day in and day out with activity. 
At the end of 1974 Wanda Lofton assumed the position of Parish Musician. Under her leadership, the choir not only grew in size but in capability as well. Under Lofton's leadership, the Tabernacle Choir became one of the finest volunteer choirs in the Center City Lutheran Parish, incorporating music from the Afro-American tradition into the worship life of the congregation.


	Rev. Kochenferfer resigned in 1985 to accept a call to St. Andrew Lutheran Church in Audubon. The rev. Donald Motaka was called to Tabernacle in 1986 and served until 1988. 

Tabernacle’s current pastor, the Rev. Carlton Rodgers was initially assigned to Tabernacle on a part time basis in July 2003, and accepted a call to pastor the church on a fulltime basis in October 2004. 


CHAPTER 10:     A BRIEF HISTORY OF LUTHERANISM

Martin Luther taught that salvation comes by the grace of God and faith in Christ alone, and the many rituals and works prescribed by the church were not only unnecessary, but a stumbling block to salvation. He rejected such traditions as the intermediary role of priests, priestly celibacy, the Latin Bible and liturgy, purgatory, and transubstantiation, and advocated for the scriptures to be available to the laity in their own language. 

Despite his rejection of many aspects of medieval Catholicism, Luther did accept any aspects of church practice that did not contradict the scriptures. Some other Protestant groups, by contrast, rejected any Catholic tradition not explicitly commanded in the Bible. For this reason, Lutheran churches tend to have more of a Catholic "look and feel" than their more austere Presbyterian counterparts.

Those who followed Luther's teachings were called "Lutherans" by their opponents, and they accepted the name for themselves. Lutheranism spread throughout Germany and into Scandanavia (Norway, Sweden, Finland, Iceland, and Denmark). Today, Germany remains predominantly Lutheran, and Lutheranism is the official state church of Norway, Sweden, Denmark, and Iceland. Eighty-one percent of Finland's citizens are members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland. 

In the 17th century, Lutherans from these countries began to migrate to the United States, bringing their language, culture, and Lutheran faith with them. As the number of Lutheran congregations grew, some began to join together to form "synods," or church bodies. 

The two largest Lutheran church bodies in America are the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), with about 5 million members in 2003, and the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod (LCMS), which had about 2.5 million members in 2003.  Other large Lutheran churches include the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) (413,839 members), the Association of Free Lutheran Congregations (36,400), and the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS; 24,000). 

Chapter 11:  The Tabernacle Membership Covenant

Having received Christ as my Lord and Savior and been baptized, and being in agreement with Tabernacle's mission statements, strategy, and structure, I now feel led by the Holy Spirit to unite with the Tabernacle church family. In doing so, I commit myself to God and to the other members to do the following:

1.  I WILL PROTECT THE UNITY OF MY CHURCH

...By acting in love toward other members


...By refusing to gossip


...By following the leaders

“So then, let us aim for harmony in the church and try to build each other up.” (Romans 14:19 NLT)

“Don’t use foul or abusive language. Let everything you say be good and helpful, so that your words will be an encouragement to those who hear them.” (Ephesians 4:29 NLT)

“Obey your spiritual leaders, and do what they say. Their work is to watch over your souls, and they are accountable to God. Give them reason to do this with joy and not with sorrow. That would certainly not be for your benefit.” (Hebrews 13:17 NLT)

2. I WILL SHARE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF MY CHURCH

...By praying for its growth


...By inviting the unchurched to attend


...By warmly welcoming those who visit

“We always thank God for all of you and pray for you constantly.” (1 Thessalonians 1:2 NLT)

“So his master said, ‘Go out into the country lanes and behind the hedges and urge anyone you find to come, so that the house will be full. For none of those I first invited will get even the smallest taste of my banquet.’” (Luke 14:23-24 NLT)

“Therefore, accept each other just as Christ has accepted you so that God will be given glory.” (Romans 15:7 NLT)

3.  I WILL SERVE THE MINISTRY OF MY CHURCH

...By discovering my gifts and talents


...By being equipped to serve by my pastor(s)


...By developing a servant's heart

“God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one another.” (1 Peter 4:10 NLT)

“Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:11-12 NLT)

“Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of others as better than yourselves. Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in others, too. … Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human being….” (Philippians 2:3-4, 7 NLT)

4.  I WILL SUPPORT THE TESTIMONY OF MY CHURCH

...By attending faithfully


...By living a godly life


...By giving regularly

“And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing near.” (Hebrews 10:25 NLT)

“Above all, you must live as citizens of heaven, conducting yourselves in a manner worthy of the Good News about Christ. Then, whether I come and see you again or only hear about you, I will know that you are standing side by side, fighting together for the faith, which is the Good News.” (Philippians 1:27 NLT)

“On the first day of each week, you should each put aside a portion of the money you have earned. Don’t wait until I get there and then try to collect it all at once.” (1 Corinthians 16:2 NLT)

“One tenth of the produce of the land, whether grain from the fields or fruit from the trees, belongs to the LORD and must be set apart to him as holy.” (Leviticus 27:30 NLT)
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Welcome to Tabernacle!
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Tabernacle serves as the base of operations for the Tabernacle Interdenominational Choir (TIC).  TIC is an ecumenical, multi-generational, community based choir which was founded by Evangelist and musical director Ms. Yolanda Foreman in January 2002. Since it’s inception, TIC has become a highly sought after concert choir, and has performed at various churches and other venues throughout the Philadelphia area.  TIC is constantly seeking new members. If you like to sing and are interested in joining a choir that sings contemporary gospel music, please contact Ms. Yolanda Foreman, or the TIC business manager, Ms. Donna Seapoe. 








New Member’s Handbook
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The portable frame chapel pictured above was erected thereon and was dedicated on June 1907. Various supply pastors worked under the supervision of Dr. Daugherty until the first pastor was called in 1908.





Tabernacle is a member of the Evangelical Lutheran church in America (ELCA), 


The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), the largest Lutheran denomination in North America, with over 5 million members.   








With all the activity and with continuing rapid growth, yet another church building was required. On February 14, 1926 ground was broken for Tabernacle's third house of worship. The new church building in grand gothic style was dedicated on February 20, 1927. The cost was approximately $275.000





The first pastor. The Rev. William J. Miller, Jr., came here right out of the Gettysburg Seminary. His entire ministry was spent in Tabernacle. He retired in 1946. His pastorate was marked by phenomenal growth.
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 Under Pastor Tarbet's leadership, Tabernacle became one of the first Lutheran Churches in Philadelphia to begin ministry to the Afro-American community. Pastor James Gunther was called as Assistant Pastor in 1959 to help in this new ministry. He remained at Tabernacle for nine months.
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In 1973, the present church building was constructed. Tabernacle's fourth house of worship, and the new Get Set Center were dedicated. At the end of 1973 after having led Tabernacle through a period of transition and crisis, Pastor lan Tarbet submitted his resignation in order to accept a call to St. Andrew's Church in South Philadelphia





The Rev. Rosa Key was called as pastor in July 1989. She became the sixth called pastor in Tabernacle's history and its first African American pastor. Pastor Key continued the rich liturgical tradition handed down by her predecessors and is responsible for starting its lay preaching ministry. Rev. Key retired in June 2003.





This church confesses the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.


This church confesses Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and the Gospel as the power of God for the salvation of all who believe.








Tabernacle’s Pastor is the Rev. Carlton E. Rodgers, a member of the clergy roster of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.  He is a graduate of Drexel university, and received his master’s Degree in Divinity from the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia. 





Pastor Rodgers currently serves as a member of the SEPA Synod Evangelical Outreach Team and as the Dean of the Central Philadelphia Conference. He is also a member of Lutherans In Fellowship Exchange. 





As the pastor and spiritual leader of the congregation, Rev. Rodgers is responsible for preaching the Word, administering the sacraments, and conducting public worship.





In addition, pastor Rodgers also provides pastoral care, biblical instruction, confirmation and new members training to the members of the congregation.  





As pastor, Rev. Rodgers also provides general supervision and oversight to all field education students / interns who are assigned to this congregation. 





Pastor Rodgers is married to Lucille V. Rodgers, and has two sons, Dennis and Aaron, and a daughter, Jasmine.  
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Rev. Claire Schenot Burkat is the Bishop of the SEPA synod.  Bishop Burkat serves as spiritual leader for about 95,000 members and nearly 170 ELCA congregations in the City of Philadelphia and Bucks, Chester, Delaware and Montgomery counties.





Our vision for Tabernacle is that it will continue to be a vital “spiritual center” for the residents living in this thriving urban metropolis that is West Philadelphia.  To this end, we have endeavored to become a more “progressive”, socially aware, faith community that offers holistic ministries, relevant social programs and activities that will empower people of all ages to achieve their God given potential.
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Vicar Megan Fryling is our seminary intern. Vicar Megan is a third year student at the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia.  In addition to working as an intern at Tabernacle, Vicar Megan also serves as a student intern at the Trinity Lutheran Church in Germantown.  





Peter is an extremely gifted musician who is currently  a second year  music Major at Temple University in Philadelphia, Pa. 
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The Lutheran denomination is the oldest Protestant denomination. It was founded (not deliberately at first) by Martin Luther, the German monk and professor who famously posted 95 Theses against the practice of indulgences in 1517. Luther saw contradictions between the Bible and current church practice as well as corruption and abuses within the (Roman Catholic) church, and initially hoped for reform, not schism. When that proved impossible, he continued to spread his teachings despite excommunication and threats to his life. 
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“The mission of Tabernacle is to reach out to persons in our congregation, community, and the world by proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ through teaching and preaching the Word of God, adminstering the Sacraments, advocating for justice and giving witness to God’s love and salvation by Word and deed. 


Our aim is that each member be empowered by faith to live their baptism as a Minister of God’s Word.” 


(Adapted at Congregational Meeting – January 1992)
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